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Was ANDREW JACKSON A Rough 

Frontiersman or An Elite 

Southerner? 
 

Historians have traditionally presented Jackson as a 

man who struggled to overcome the obstacles of 

his backwoods upbringing and helped create a 

more democratic United States. In his compelling 

new biography of Jackson, Mark R. Cheathem 

argues for a reassessment of these long-held views, 

suggesting that in fact “Old Hickory” lived as an 

elite southern gentleman. By emphasizing 

Jackson’s southern identity—characterized by 

violence, honor, kinship, slavery, and Manifest 

Destiny—Cheathem’s narrative offers a bold new 

perspective on one of the nineteenth century’s 

most renowned and controversial presidents. 

 

Read the Introduction http://wp.me/pZTs3-JZ 

 

Praise for Andrew Jackson, Southerner: 

“This lively new biography by Mark R. Cheathem 

focuses on the identity Jackson himself savored 

most, that of a southern gentleman planter. 

Cheathem explores how this identity shaped 

Jackson’s ambitions, his family relations, his 

business dealings, his slaveholding, his conceptions 

of honor and manliness, and not least his 

politics.”—Daniel Feller, editor of The Papers of 

Andrew Jackson 

 

“In this deftly written, carefully documented 

biography, Mark R. Cheathem comes closer than 

any other historian has to answering the question: 

‘Who was Andrew Jackson?’”—Donald B. Cole, 

author of The Presidency of Andrew Jackson 

 

“Mark R. Cheathem, author of the admired Old 

Hickory’s Nephew, builds a strong case that Jackson 

is best understood as a slaveholder and man of the 

Old South. Meticulously researched and elegantly 

written, this absorbing biography will long remain 

the standard one-volume life of the seventh 

president.”—Douglas R. Egerton, author of Year of 

Meteors: Stephen Douglas, Abraham Lincoln, and 

the Election that Brought on the Civil War 


